
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Nine: John’s Epistles
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1 John 1:1-3; 1:5-10; 2:15-17; 3:6-10; 4:1-4; 5:18-21; 2 John  4-10; 3 John 5-11 
O
ne of Jesus’ closest Apostles was John. The Holy Spirit lead him him to pen the Gospel of John, Revelation (which we shall study in our last lesson) and also three short epistles.        

The largest of these epistles was directed to Christians in general. In the second and third centuries a heresy known as Gnosticism grew in prominence. This false doctrine claimed Jesus did not actually come in the flesh but only appeared to live and die on the cross. John refutes the beginnings of this falsehood, writing of Jesus, “that which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life” (1 John 1:1). Jesus was not a phantom. He actually lived in the flesh and died a physical death.   

 
John challenges the reader to understand what a true relationship with God in Christ demands. He writes, “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth” (1:5b-6). To imagine that one can have a relationship with God and remain in sin is wrong! Jesus was sent as an offering for sin (2:1-2). To follow Jesus means we must, “walk just as He walked” (2:6). Jesus shunned sin. The Christian must not love this world. He who loves the world, “the love of the Father is not in him” (2:15).

Gnosticism would claim that the flesh was inherently corrupt and one could not help but sin. John declared, “whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him” (3:6). No one has to sin—sin is a choice. To be in Christ means that one turns away from sin. John declared, “whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God” (3:10). John challenges Christians, “do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world” (4:1). We show love for God by a desire to test all teaching against the truth. No matter what the world may say, John asserts, “we know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him” (5:18).


The second and third epistles of John are each only one chapter long. The second is addressed to “the elect lady” (2 John 1). This may be an unnamed Christian woman, or it may be a figure of speech referring to the church. This short epistle rejoices that the lady’s children were “walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father” (4), but also warns them to be on guard. He writes, “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds” (10). John’s third epistle is addressed to a Christian named Gaius. John praises him, declaring, “you do faithfully whatever you do for the brethren and for strangers” (3 John 5). John rebukes the actions of a man name Diotrephes, whom he said, “loves to have the preeminence” (9). Diotrophes had put out of the church some whom John sent to it. John warns that he will call him to account for this when he comes to them (10).
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	49
	Colossians 3-4
	1 Thessalonians 1-3
	1 Thessalonians 4-5
	2 Thessalonians
	1 Timothy 1-3
	1 Timothy 4-6
	2 Timothy 1-2


Study Questions
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1.  What does John say about Jesus in 1 John 1:1 which shows that He really came and lived and died on the earth?

2.  What does 1 John 1:9 teach that the Christian must do when they have sinned?


To whom is this to be done?
 

3.  What does 1 John 2:1 say that Jesus is for the Christian?


What is this?


4.  According to 1 John 2:17 what is “passing away”?


What does it say will abide forever?

5.  How does 1 John 3:10 tells us the children of God and the children of the devil can be identified?


6.  Explain the phrase “test the spirits” (1 John 4:1).

7.  What does 1 John 4:2-3 teach which refutes something the Gnostics would come to believe?

8.  Under what condition can the Christian expect to receive the things for which they pray (1 John 5:14)?

9.  According to 2 John 9 can a person have a relationship with God without having a relationship with Jesus?

10.  Explain the phrase “greets him” in 2 John 10.



What does one who “greets him” do?


11.  What should Christians “imitate” (3 John 11)?



Key Passage: “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (1 John 2:3-6, NKJV).
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